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Rationale

Warning: the following lesson involves very disturbing
materials and may be inappropriate for your students.

By probing one of the most shocking phenomena of modern
times, “Death Squads,” students will confront a variety of socio-
political issues. Students, in exploring these issues, will grapple
with complex questions of human behavior and try to understand
the underlying forces involved. Students will learn to find infor-
mation at various sources, analyze, digest and synthesize the
information for presentation. At the end of the lesson, Students
will be familiar with various manifestations of death squads, who
the victims and perpetrators are, what social forces are involved in

this struggle, and how 1nternational interests, particularly those of
the USA, are affected.

Lesson Overview

Students will divide into groups of 3 or 4 and research human
rights issues, particularly the organization and practice of Death
Squads, in:

* El Salvador

* Colombia

* Guatemala
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A fourth group will study the United States’ reactions to the Death Squads, focusing on two aspects: official
U.S. policy and the Sanctuary Movement. This group could be larger or even divided into two groups if
desired. More than one group could do the same country, particularly El Salvador, given the vast amount of
materials available.

The work will take place both in and out of class and last approximately 3 weeks, at which time the groups
will present their findings. Students will be encouraged to use various media in their presentations, includ-
ing photos, music, video, charts and reports.

Goals

The goals of this lesson are to:

* explore recent social conflict in Latin America and thereby awaken a lasting interest in Latin American affairs
* promote critical thinking around the themes of social justice, human rights, fear and power

* develop Spanish language skills by studying content in the target language

* provide a project forum by which the student will investigate, analyze and present his/her work

Time Needed

Approximately 3 weeks. Obviously, the lesson could be expanded for up to six weeks if so desired.
Procedures

I have not yet worked out the details of exactly what procedures will be followed. In general we are looking
at some time in class to find materials, time in and out of class to read and analyze materials, and time in and
out of class to put materials together in a project form.

Follow-up Activities

In this case, follow-up would involve a continued monitoring of human rights events in the selected coun-
tries. If the lesson is successful, the student will want to know how events develop in Latin America.

Bibliography

There are hundreds of sources that deal with Death Squads. The Latin American Studies CD-Rom, which
compiles documents from the Latin American Data Base, the Hispanic American Periodicals Index, the
Nettie Lee Benson Latin American Collection, and the Handbook of Latin American Studies (vol. 50 to
“present”), lists well over 500 documents containing the key words “death squads”. The bulk of those
listings are from articles in the Latin American Data Base. The sources presented here are only a working
sample of possibilities.
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Colombia

Benjamin, Alan. “Colombia: One More Death Squad.” NACLA Report on the Americas. 16. 2 (1982):
32-34. (illustrations, maps) RECORD ID: HAPIi807190.

Dermota, Ken. “Colombia Spawns *Violentology’.” Washington Times. 15 Nov. 1990: 9A.
“La muerte retrocede.” Semana. 635 (1994): 65-68. (Published by Editorial Caribe in Bogota, Colombia)

Abstract: Statistics show that violent death is on the decline in Colombia, although it continues to claim
some 25,000 lives a year. Both government and nongovernmental figures show that politically motivated
murders have decreased since 1992; the group Justice and Peace found the total dropped from 4481 in 1992
to 3772 in 1993.)

Pérez, Henry de Jests. “Man linked to death squad in Colombia killed in attack.” New York Times. 22 July
1991: A4.

Medina G., Carlos. Autodefensa, Paramilitares y Narcotrifico en Colombia: Origen, Desarrollo yY
Consolidacién: el Caso “Puerto Boyaca”. 1sted. Bogotd: Ed. Documentos Periodisticos, 1990.

NOTICOL: Noticias de Colombia. Access on INTERNET via gopher/Colombia/Universidad de los Andes.
Contains month by month updates from Jan. 1994 to present.

Wirpsa, Leslie. “Military Implicated in Massacres: Drug-Cartel Chiefs Also Linked to Colombian Death
Squads.” Miami Herald 23 Jan. 1989: 10A.

“A report by Colombia’s Interior Ministry says there are about 140 death squads in the country. These
paramilitary groups have been financed and trained by drug traffickers and frequently enjoy the support of
military officials.”

Yarbro, Stan. “Colombia Right-Wing Violence: Death Squads Seck Negotiations.” Christian Science Moni-
tor. 18 June 1990: 3.

El Salvador

Archdiocese of San Salvador. Repression carried out by the National Army of El Salvador, the Military Corps of
National Security (National Guard, National Police, Rural Police) and paramilitary organizations (Death Squad,
Secret Anti-Communist Army, ORDEN) under the protection of the Christian Democrat military junta. from the
period of January 1, 1980 to September 28, San Salvador, El Salvador: Legal Dept. of the Archdiocese of San
Salvador, 1980. (10 leaves; Translated by the Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America.)

Americas Watch Committee. Analysis of the Department of State Report on the Situation in El Salvador. 1983.

Amnesty International. El Salvador: ‘Death Squads’-- A Government Strategy. NY: Amnesty International, 1988.
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“This 50 page report summarizes and evaluates a massive quantity of evidence gathered by Al from thou-
sands of case studies. The section titled “Evidence” presents photographs (including those of National
Guardsmen engaging in “death squad” activities), and details of testimony from military defectors, survivors
of death squad actions, eye witnesses, and government officials.” (Central America Update, 26 Jan. 1990)

“The C.I.A.’s El Salvador.” New York Times. 17 Dec. 1993: A19, A39. (Contradictory and censored
versions of first page of CIA report ‘El Salvador: Dealing with Death Squads’)

Gosse, Van. “Shame and Salvador.” The Nation. 29 Nov. 1993: 645. (Editorial)

Jamail, Milton Henry, and Loucky, James. “Los Angeles: Tell Pedro So Juan Will Know.” NACLA Report on
the Americas 21.3 (1987): 4-5.

Washington Office on Latin America. An El Salvador Chronology: Death Squads as a Political Tool.
Washington: Office, 1984. (Has bibliography.)

Weiner, Tim. “Documents assert U.S. trained Salvadorans tied to death squads.” New York Times. 14 Dec.
1993: Al. (State Department report)

Guatemala

“Americas Watch Calls on President Serrano to End Impunity of Death Squads.” Latin America Data Base
Central America Update, 16 Jan. 1991. RECORD ID: UP011691-0013.

“En el gobierno: No creen en “escuadrones de la muerte'.” Grdfico 24 June 1990: 5. (Published in
Guatemala City, Guatemala)

Freed, Kenneth. “Killing Fields of Guatemala Persist Despite U.S. Effort.” Los Angeles Times 14 Apr. 1990:
1A, 12A.

“The number of deaths in Guatemala due to political violence is alarming--522 people killed and 200
abducted during 1989. The victims tend to be students, teachers, union leaders, and even physicians who
treat the poor. The killings are attributed to independent death squads and military and security forces.”

“Guatemala: International Artention Focuses on Human Rights Abuses.” Central America Report. 17.41 (26
Oct. 1990): 321-322. (Published by Inforpress Centroamericana in Guatemala City, Guatemala)

“Guatemala: University Students Targeted by Death Squads.” Latin America Data Base, Central America
Update, 7 Dec. 1990. RECORD ID: UP120790-0004.

“Guatemala: US Report Attacks Human Rights Record. Central America Report. 17.8 (2 Mar. 1990):
60-62. (Published by Inforpress Centroamericana in Guatemala City, Guatemala)

Jonas, Susanne. The Bartde for Guatemala: Rebels, Death Squads, and U.S. Power. Boulder: Westview
Press, 1991. (288 p; ill., map; 24 cm; Latin American perspectives series; no. 5 ISBN: 0813374626.)
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Sanctuary Movement and the State Department

Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs (United Nations). Manual on the Effective
Prevention and Investigation of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions. NY: United Nations, 1991.

Corbett, Jim. The Sanctuary Church. Wallingford, PA: Pendle Hill, 1987.

Coutin, Susan Bibler. The Culture of Protest: Religious Activism and the U.S. Sanctuary Movement.
Boulder: Westview Press, 1993. (Includes bibliography.)

Crittenden, Ann. Sanctuary: A Story of American Cohscience and the Law in Collision. 1st ed. New York:
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1988. (Includes bibliography.)

Davidson, Miriam. Convictions of the Heart: Jim Corbett and the Sanctuary Movement. Tucson: Univer-

sity of Arizona Press, 1988. (Includes bibliography.)

Golden, Renny. Sanctuary: The New Underground Railroad. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1986. (Includes
bibliography.)

Gruson, Lindsey. “U.S. Warns Salvador on Rights Cases.” New York Times 7 Jan. 1989: 3.

House Committee on Foreign Affairs. Resolution of Inquiry Concerning Death Squads in El Salvador:
Report (to accompany H. Res. 463). Washington, D.C.: U.S. G.PO., 1984.

House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. Resolution of Inquiry Concerning the Central

Intelligence Agency and Death Squads in El Salvador: Adverse Report (to accompany H. Res. 467).

Washington, D.C.: U.S. G.PO., 1984.

MacEoin, Gary. Sanctuary: A Resource Guide For Understanding and Participating in The Central Ameri-
can Refugee’s Struggle. 1sted. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985.

Matas, David and International Commission of Jurists. The Sanctuary Trial. Winnipeg: Legal Research
Institute of the University of Manitoba, 1989. (Includes bibliography.)

“Papers show U.S. knew of death squads.” Facts on File. 53 (1993): 995.

El Salvador; includes related article. Reagan and Bush knew of ties of El Salvadoran government to death
squads and continued to work closely with it.

Reed, Jon. “El Camino Cruel: Mexico & U.S. Crackdown on New Wave of Central American Refugees.”
27 Jan. 1989. Central America Update. Latin American Data Base. RECORD ID: UP012789-0004.

“For assistance, or for information on the plight of Central American refugees, contact: Canadian Jesuit
Refugee Program, 947 Queen Street East, Toronto, Canada M4M1J9 (Tel.: 416/469-1123); Central
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American Refugee Program Program, Casa de los Amigos, 132 Ignacio Mariscal, Mexico D.E. (525/
705-0521); Proyecto Libertad, 110A East Jackson, Harlingen, Texas 78550 (512/425-9552).”

Riley, Kevin Jack and United States, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. The Implications
of Colombian Drug Industry and Death Squad Political Violence for U.S. Counternarcotics Policy. Santa
Monica, CA: Rand, 1993

“Sanctuary Movement Hearing Underway in Albuquerque, New Mexico.” 8 June 1988. Central America
Update. Latin America Data Base. RECORD ID: UP060888-0008. (Reports on pre-trial hearing of two
persons facing federal charges stemming from the introduction of Salvadoran refugees into the US.)

“The Scent of Petjury.” Miami Herald. 13 Nov. 1993: A36.

Abstract: This editorial says declassified US intelligence documents buttress reports that the Reagan and
Bush administrations worked with prominent Salvadorans they knew were financing and directing death
squads, including Salvadoran Vice-president Francisco Merino and San Salvador Mayor Armando Calderon
Sol [current Pres., 1995, AH].

Tomsho, Robert. The American Sanctuary Movement. Austin: Texas Monthly Press, 1987.

“U.S. Aided Salvadorans Linked to Death Squads.” Miami Herald. 14 Dec. 1993: A12.

General

Amnesty International, 322 Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10001.

The Amnesty International Report. 1981, 1983-6, 1990, 1993, 1994.

Fenn, Sally and Staunton, Marie. The Amnesty International Handbook. London: Optima, 1990.

“History Lesson.” The New Yorker. 6 Dec. 1993: 6. (Editorial: anti-communist side of Cold War should
admit its abuses.)

Huggins, Martha Knisely. Vigilantism and the State in Modern Latin America: Essays on Extralegal Vio-
lence. New York: Praeger, 1991. (Includes bibliography.)

“Human Rights in Central America.” Barricada Internacional. 15 Dec. 1990: 7-16. (Published in Managua,
Nicaragua)

Mason, T. D. and Krane, Dale A. “The Political Economy of Death Squads: Toward a Theory of the Impact
of State-Sanctioned Terror.” International Studies Quarterly. 33 (1989): 175-198.

Organization of American States, General Secretariat. Basic Documents Perraining to Human Rights in the
Inter-American system: (updated to 1 March 1988). Washington, D.C.: Inter-American Court of Human
Rights, 1988.
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Pear, Robert. “Quayle Meets Party Leader and Urges Respect for Rights.” New York Times 14 June 1989: 3.
(VP visits El Salvador.)

“Tracking the Collusion of Guatemalan and Salvadoran Death Squads.” Christian Science Monitor. 16 Mar.
1990: 3.

Multimedia

“British Documentary Film: Salvadoran Army & U.S. Directly Involved in Salvadoran Death Squad Activi-
ties.” Central America Update, Latin America Data Base, 2 Nov. 1990. RECORD ID: UP1 10290-0006.

El Salvadoran Refugees, the Sanctuary Movement. Video by Harold Rhodes. Albuquerque: KNME-TV,
1984.

Los Desaparecidos. song by Rubén Blades sometime in ’80s.
Maryknoll videos.
Romero. film by Paulists, starring Raul Julia. 198?

Salvador. film by Oliver Stone. (Only fragments of this film deal directly with death squads and much of

the movie is unsuitable for juvenile audiences.)

60 minutes segment aired spring 1995 on wife of Guatemalan guerrilla leader that led to Torricelli scandal.
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