Biases in Primary and Secondary Sources:
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% Biography of Christopher Columbus Questions
Use complete sentences to answer the following questions as you watch the biography
of Christopher Columbus. If you need more room, you may use your own paper and
staple it to this sheet.

1. What country was Columbus born in?

2. How old was Columbus when he left home to sail the seas?

3. What country had the best and largest number of ships in the 1480°s?

4, Who made it to the Americas before Columbus?

5. Who were the king and queen of Spain who helped fund Columbus’s voyages?

6. What were the names of the 3 ships that Columbus commanded?

7. How many men went on the first voyage across the Atlantic with Columbus?

8. What were some of the superstitious fears of sailing the Atlantic?

9. What day did Columbus’s men first spot land?

10. What country was Columbus looking for when he ran into the Americas?

11. Which ship sank when Columbus hit a reef on the coast of Espanola?

12. What happened to the colony that Columbus left in Espanola?

13. Did Columbus’s life end in glory and fame like he wished? How did it end?

14. In what year was Columbus’s last voyage?

15. Who was America named after?




Columbus Video Questions Key

What country was Columbus born in? (Italy)

How old was Columbus when he left home to sail the seas? (14)

What country had the best and largest number of ships in the 1480°s? (Portugal)

Who made it to the Americas before Columbus? (Vikings)

Who were the king and queen of Spain who helped fund Columbus’s voyages?

What were the names of the 3 ships that Columbus commanded?

How many men went on the first voyage across the Atlantic with Columbus? (90)

What were some of the superstitious fears of sailing the Atlantic? (sea monsters

and Dog-men)

9. What day did Columbus’s men first spot land? (Oct. 11, 1492)

10. What country was Columbus looking for when he ran into the Americas? (China)

11. Which ship sank when Columbus hit a reef on the coast of Espanola? (Santa
Maria)

12. What happened to the colony that Columbus left in Espanola? (massacre of
Spaniards)

13. Did Columbus’s life end in glory and fame like he wished? How did it end?

14. In what year was Columbus’s last voyage? (1502)

15. Who was America named after?

PN U AW -

16. How would you feel as an Indian coming to Spain from your home?
17. Do you think that Columbus was right to enslave the Indians in Espanola? Why
did he do it? What was he making them look for? (Gold)
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olumbus Quotes: Working with Primary Sources

Read the following quotes from or about Christopher Columbus and answer the questions.

a. “Iwas attentive and worked hard to know if there was any gold” Columbus Diary, 10/13/1492

b. “I do not wish to delay but to discover and go to many islands to find gold” Columbus Diary,
10/15/1492

c. “Our Lord in His goodness guide me that I may find this gold” Columbus Diary, 12/23/1492

d. “He who has gold makes and accomplishes whatever he wishes in the world and finally uses it to send
souls to paradise.”

e. “Butin truth, should I meet with gold or spices in great quantity, 1 shall remain till I collect as much as
possible, and for this purpose I am proceeding solely in quest of them.”

f. “Riches don't make a man rich, they only make him busier.”

1. What seems to be the theme of the selected quotes above?

2. What appears to be the most important thing to Columbus? Why do you think that is?

3. What might account for the change in tone in the last quote (f)?

g. “I am a most noteworthy sinner, but I have cried out to the Lord for grace and mercy, and they have
covered me completely. I have found the sweetest consolation since I made it my whole purpose to
enjoy His marvelous Presence.”

4. Do you think Columbus was religious? What makes you think so?

5. What does Columbus claim is his “whole purpose”?

. 6. Does this quote conflict with quotes a-f2 Why or why not?




h. “By prevailing over all obstacles and distractions, one may unfailingly arrive at his chosen goal or
destination.”

@ i. “These people are very unskilled in arms ... with 50 men they could all be subjected and made to do all
that one wished.”

j.  “As aresult of the sufferings and hard labor they endured, the Indians choose and have chosen
suicide....Many when pregnant, have taken something to abort and have aborted. Others after delivery
have killed their children with their own hands, so as not to leave them in such oppressive slavery.”
Pedro de Cordoba, letter to King Ferdinand, 1517

7. What “obstacles and distractions” is Columbus talking about in quote “h”?
8. Who are “these people” in quote “i’?

9. What does it mean to make someone do all that you wish them to do? What does that make
them?

10. What does Pedro de Cordoba say about what was happening to the Natives as a result of
ﬁColumbus’s arrival?

11. Can even primary sources have a bias? Can how they are selected or presented have a bias or an
agenda?

12. Does this selection of Columbus quotes have a bias? How do you feel about Columbus after reading
these quotes?




