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Muriel Hasbun:
Scheherazade in the Land of Izalco

October 24, 2017 ¢« 5:30 PM <+ UNM Museum

In the context of exile, diaspora, and memory, when our histories are continuously erased
from hegemonic narratives, what does it mean to piece together our own stories through
personal archives and art? In this talk, US-based Salvadoran artist and educator Muriel
Hasbun reveals her creative journey of survival against silence and forgetting by charting
her own and her family’s multiple exiles and diasporas. Fleeing wars and genocides, from
Palestine to Europe to the Americas, Hasbun constructs her multivalent, hybrid identity
by affirming the presence of the body of the ‘Other’ and by accepting what she calls the
“irreconcilable.” In photo-based projects, videos and interactive installations, Hasbun
excavates personal archives and challenges definitions of Arab, Jew, and Latina—
(per)forming a new collective narrative.
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